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March 12, 1019 

 

Dr. Mukarram Ali Zaidi 

Family Physician at Signature Medical Centre 

Chairman of Think for Actions 

513-1851 Sirocco Drive SW 

Calgary, AB  T3H 4R5 

 

Dear Prime Minister Justin Trudeau: 

 

Recently you made a considerable effort to prevent the closure of SNC-Lavalin who are under investigation for criminal bribery. 

 

In the midst of criticism, your government maintains the intention to preserve 9,000 jobs which would be lost if this company were to close 

its doors in Quebec.  While commendable, we must ask you Mr. Prime Minister, where are your efforts when it comes to Alberta?  

 

The Canadian Association of Insolvency and Restructuring Professionals' December report stated Alberta has seen a 20% year-over-year 

increase in consumer bankruptcies - the largest across the nation. 

 

The Canadian Federation of Business reports Alberta entrepreneurs were the least optimistic in the country with more than a quarter 

expecting their staffing to go down in the near future.  Calgary's unemployment rate of 7.6% this February is the highest among 33 

metropolitan cities according to Stats Can. 

 

Mr. Trudeau I've seen these numbers materialize in front of my own eyes.  Many of my patients are under immense stress after losing their 

jobs and are being forced to sell their homes and vehicles to survive.  Many have reported having to exchange wishes in place of traditional 

gifts during their Diwali, Christmas, Eid, Chinese New Year and Valentine's Day celebrations. 

 

Engineers are installing carpets and floors.  Highly qualified professionals are driving Uber.  Business owners are unable to break even and 

are forced to sell their equipment and machines to pay rent. 

 

I am forced to write this letter to you today because one of my patients told me she had sold her purses to pay her landlord and she was 

running out of items she could sell.  Shortly before her, another patient called to cancel a referral to a spine assessment because she couldn't 

afford the cost this month.  Another patient could not afford antibiotics for cellulitis and he asked me to perform only an incision and 

drainage. 

 

I call upon you to put forth the same effort you showed in the SNC-Lavalin case towards Alberta.  Our four million votes may be negligible 

in the upcoming federal election, but we are Canadians and we are suffering. 

 

Please help us and let us know what you are going to do specifically to help Calgarians who are suffering as a result of the loss of oil and 

gas jobs in the city. 

 

I would appreciate your prompt reply to this matter. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Mukarram Ali Zaidi 

Chairman of Think for Actions 
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